David Percy, Q.C. 


named new 


U of A Law Dean 


“The question of the function of today's law school is a fascinating one. 
I do not think we can produce successful practitioners unless we train our 


students to be critical thinkers. Critical thought is an essential element in the 


every day life of practicing lawyers.” 


This is the view of Professor David Percy, 
recently named to be the next Dean of Law at 
the University of Alberta. “In a complex world, 
legally trained people are bound to fill many 
roles,” says Professor Percy. “Many of those roles 
are traditional, involving the representation of 
litigants and the operation of the criminal justice 
system.” 

“Other roles are increasingly more facilitative, 
as lawyers guide their clients through the 
complexities of national and international 
commerce and participate in less confrontational 
types of dispute resolution.” 

A graduate of Oxford University, David 
Percy joined the Faculty of Law in 1969 after he 
received his LL.M. degree from the University 
of Virginia. His areas of expertise are Contracts, 
Oil and Gas, and Natural Resources Law. He is 
co-editor of Contracts: Cases and Commentaries, 
now in its sixth edition and used in law schools 
across Canada. He also authored The Framework 
of Water Rights Legislation in Canada, as well as a 
number of books and articles on wetlands and 
ground water law. In 1984, he acted as counsel 
for the Federal Inquiry on Water Policy, and from 
1989- 1996, he worked with the Government of 
Alberta in developing a new Water Act. He has 
worked as an advisor on water law and natural 
resources for the Government of Canada and 
the governments and government agencies in 6 
provinces and territories. In 2000-2001, he was 
seconded to the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization in Rome to work on water issues 
in five African countries. 

In 1995, David was the recipient of the 
prestigious WPM Kennedy Award recognizing 
superior ability, dedication, and outstanding 
merit as a law teacher in Canada. The following 
year he was honoured as the recipient of the 
Rutherford Award for Excellence in Undergraduate 
Teaching by the University of Alberta. David is 
recognized nationally and internationally as a 
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leading authority on natural 
resources law, and is an advisor to 
all levels of government in this area. 

David Percy was born in 
Sunderland, England and grew up 
in South Shields, an industrial town 
located on the River Tyne. Like 
many students entering university, 
he had very little knowledge about 
law or contact with lawyers before 
beginning legal studies. His interest in 
law grew out of an active interest in current 
affairs and politics, both of which seemed to 
involve legal issues and were carried on by 
people with legal backgrounds. 

Professor Percy notes at the present time, 
there is a pack of Canadian law schools that 
aspire to national recognition. “My overall 
ambition is to ensure that the University of 
Alberta breaks out of the pack and becomes 
firmly established in the front rank of Canadian 
law schools. This involves building on our 
strengths, but ensuring that we adjust to rapidly 
changing needs.” He plans to ensure that the 
curriculum reflects the way the legal world has 
changed in the past decade, particularly in the 
globalization of legal practice. 

“We also need to recognize that while real 
property was the foundation of wealth in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, intellectual 
property is likely to provide the same foundation 
in this century. We have to ensure that we have a 
significant depth of coverage in both international 
business transactions and intellectual property.” 

The U of A law school has received recognition 
through the achievements of its students, observes 
Professor Percy. He plans to maximize career 
opportunities for graduates not only through 
traditional law firm recruitment, but also by 
assisting students in an organized way to pursue 
international opportunities, judicial clerkships 
and graduate work. Within the faculty, he hopes 
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to encourage the careers of his excellent new 

colleagues by ensuring that there is a vigorous 

and exciting intellectual climate at the law school. 
“T would advise a new entrant to law school 


to enter into the intellectual and social life of 
the Faculty with gusto. Law school provides an 
exciting and stimulating education, but that 
is not all that it offers. Many of our graduates 
attest that a great deal can also be learned from 
classmates who become lifelong friends and 
from extra curricular involvement in a range of 
activities that extends from providing pro bono 
legal services to working on the Law Show.” 
David is an active rugby referee and has 
refereed many games at the international level. 
He enjoys gardening, cooking, and outdoor 
activities and is an avid supporter of the Arts. 
David is married to Tikker Percy, a chartered 
psychologist in Edmonton. She was born in 
Virginia and grew up in Florida. She holds a 
B.A. in Psychology from Mary Baldwin College 
in Staunton, Virginia, and a M.Ed. Degree in 
Counseling from the University of Alberta. 
Tikker and David have two children. 
Son Matthew has a M.A. in Humanities and 
is working in website design and marketing in 
Chicago. Their daughter Sarah is doing graduate 
work in International Relations at Oxford 
University. 
David Percy’s five-year term begins 
July 1, 2002. 
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Class of ‘74 


Sole Practitioner Bryan Mahoney 
appointed to Queen’s Bench 


Basie MAHONEY CONFESSES SURPRISE 

at having been appointed a Justice of the Court 
of Queen’s Bench earlier this year. “The whole 
process is a bit mysterious,” he observed. He 
recalls submitting an application, being told of 
the fact of committee review but not the result 
and then, “out of the blue”, receiving the telephone 
call advising him of his appointment. 

“I was in the middle of a settlement meeting. 
I walked back into the room and said I could no 
longer act.” 

The appointment comes as less of a surprise 
to the legal community in Alberta. Well known 
in the profession as a superior litigator, an 
educator and a volunteer, Bryan Mahoney’s 
appointment is both deserved and welcomed. 

A graduate of the Class of 1974, Bryan took 
his Master’s degree in law at Cambridge and 
was called to the Alberta Bar in 1979. For many 
years, he was regarded as the model of a sole 
practitioner in Calgary, where he focused mainly 
on criminal litigation, family law and other 
civil litigation. 

Bryan is a versatile and well-rounded 
individual. While at Cambridge, he was captain 
of the men’s hockey team. He remembers the 
team was about ninety percent Canadians and 
they played in a senior men’s league. “The 


annual game against Oxford was the major 
event, but we also played against other British 
teams from places like Southampton and 
Liverpool.” 

Asked what life experiences have prepared 
him for the bench, he notes that as the parent 
of five children, he’s an old hand at adjudicating 
rights. Being involved in different aspects of the 
profession, as a practitioner, a law professor and 
a Law Society bencher, have all been helpful. 

He remarks that the role of judges in society 
today is to bring closure to conflict in human 
affairs. “We are decision-makers,” he says of 
judges. “We must bring matters to conclusion — 
so people can get on with their lives.” He believes 
that judges are there to enforce the rules, not 
make them up. “Judges should be in the 
background,” he says, “Not be too obvious.” 

Is it sometimes hard to reach a decision? 

He admits that some cases require reflection, 
contemplation or, as he terms it, seepage. 
“Sometimes to get it right, you have to let the 
case seep into your brain.” 

What advice would he give to a young 
person thinking of entering the law today? 

“Get a good liberal education, a diverse 
undergraduate background,” says Justice 
Mahoney. “So much of law is life, and so 


much of life is being enlightened.” 

In his spare time, Justice Mahoney writes 
poetry and pursues legal history. He also likes 
to write letters and sadly observes that it’s 
becoming a lost art. He uses a fountain pen 
for his letters. 

But Bryan Mahoney is also a great believer 
in computer technology. “You have to be,” he 
says. “With so little secretarial help these days, 
I can’t imagine how I'd get the work done 
otherwise.” 

Albertans are indeed fortunate to have this 
thoughtful, reflective and enlightened individual, 
not only judging their cases, but also typing his 
own judgments. 


Noted Labour Lawyer 


Sheila Greckol appointed 


to Queen’s Bench 


On November 15, 2001, noted labour lawyer and human rights advocate, Sheila 
Greckol, was appointed to the Court of Queen’s Bench. Her elevation to the bench 
is a loss to the profession, the numerous labour groups she represented and to the 
press who could always count on her for a comment or quote regarding the latest 

policy of the provincial government, but a noteworthy gain for the court. 


Justice Greckol was born of humble beginnings 
in Vilna Alberta, a small but renowned farming 
community close to the larger metropolis of St 
Paul. Justice Greckol may never sit in Vilna but 
will almost certainly return to sit close to her 
roots in St. Paul. Her parents were community 
minded and often opened their home to homeless 
young people in the area. This community will 
be pleased to meet the newest appointment 
to the bench and expect from her the same 
community interest showed by her parents. 

She was born in 1952, a middle child, the 
third of five daughters. 2002 is a banner year 
for Justice Greckol! 

Justice Greckol graduated from the University 
of Alberta Law School in 1975 and articled with 
the Court of Appeal and the law firm of Wright 
Chivers. John Worton was privileged to be her 
principal. Along with his wife, Jean McBean, it 
may be said that Sheila was the profession’s most 
noted and ardent proponent of the advancement 
of women in the profession of law. 

Her early years in the law were marked 
by her now characteristic zest and enthusiasm. 
Her colleagues then and now remark on her 
wild energy. 

Her association with Barry Chivers and the 
late Gordon Wright provided her with the legal 
and social grounding for her work in the area of 


labour law and human rights. There were 

no cases too small or apparently financially 
unrewarding for Mr. Wright to handle, a tradition 
continued by Justice Greckol as a practitioner. 

Her common interest with their politics 
cast her as the “ reddest “ of judges to ever don 
the red robes of the Queen’s Bench. 

For many years, she has been a sessional 
instructor at the U of A faculty of Law. 

She was described in the speeches that 
marked her swearing in as a competent, 
passionate and fearless advocate with a strong 
sense of fairness. Her counsel work in Charter 
cases, such as Vreind, has had lasting impact 
and will be a helpful resource for the bench. 

Justice Greckol is a life partner with Alex 
Pringle. Together they have three lovely children. 
They enjoy all the child centered activities parents 
involve their children in. They are committed 
to raising them to be the contributing citizens 
their parents and grandparents were. They 
are committed to enriching the community 
of Edmonton with their wit, intelligence and 
eloquence. 

The Queen’s Bench and the people who 
have their life's problems before the Court for 
determination will be well served by that court's 
latest appointment, Justice Greckol. 


Justice Greckol has been the 
recipient of numerous awards: 
Suzanne Mah award for her work in 
human rights (1993) 

Alberta Social Planning Community Service 
Award (1997) 

YWCA Women of distinction award for 
advancing women in her profession (1998) 


© Bertha Wilson Touchstone Award from the 
Canadian Bar Association (1998) 


She has been associated with 
community causes and 
organizations, such as: 


Canadian Labour Congress 

AIDS Network of Edmonton 

CBA Civil Liberties Subsection 

CBA task force on Equity 

advocate for fully funded kindergarten 


Edmonton Police Commission 
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President's Message 


NOTHER ACADEMIC 
YEAR HAS PASSED 
AT THE UNIVERSITY 
AND MUCH HAS 
HAPPENED 


concerning your Association. Ray 
Hansen,Q.C. retired as President and 
Mr. Justice Brian Burrows, Mr. Justice 
Jack Watson, Frank Layton,Q.C., 
Janice Ayotte and Greg Turner also 
retired from the executive. | also wish 
to recognize the contribution of the 
students who served on our executive 
and committees: Rebecca Cuthbertson, 
Cary Feng, Leah Lis, Chelsea McKay 
and Brooks Topp. The Association 
would like to thank them for all of their hard 
work and original ideas which saw the Association 
launched and stabilized. 

The sum of $10,000 was raised and placed in 
a bursary account with the University; these funds 
will generate $500 per year for a needy law student 
and the first such bursary will be given out in 
September of this year. Please look at U of A law 


students as those future 
members of our alumni 
family who need the 
greatest help now, when 
they are most vulnerable 
to changing economic 
times. Remember that 
the security and the 
position that you now 
enjoy are derived from 
your law degree and 
with that in mind, please 
give generously to the 
bursary fund established 
by the Association. 

Dean Lewis Klar will retire as Dean of the law 
school at the end of June. Lewis was incredibly 
supportive of the Association and attended every 
one of our events in the City and many of those 
held by our Association branches in other centres. 
Thank you, Lewis, for your unwavering support, 
which we know will continue as the Association 
moves forward. 


Check out our website 


www.law.ualberta.ca/alumni/index.htm 


The Association provided each of the third 
year students with a gift consisting of a composite 
picture of the third year class. The graduates were 
grateful and excited to be recognized by our 
Association in this manner; it was the “first ever” 
gift to a graduating class from their soon to be 
fellow alumni and they were very appreciative. 

Our spring reception will be held on May 23rd 
at the Hotel MacDonald. This relaxed, social event 
will allow us to introduce the new Dean of the Law 
School, Mr. David R. Percy, Q.C., to many of our 
alumni and will also provide a venue for those who 
attend to catch-up with their friends, network and 
even settle some files. 

We look forward to another great year of 
sustained growth and commitment and would 
welcome any input that you might offer. 


Gordon E.W. Barr, Q.C. 
President, Alumni & Friends of the Faculty of Law Association 
University of Alberta 


Congratulate new Dean Professor David Percy, Q.C. 


Enjoy the company of alumni, good food, music and support the work of the Alumni & Friends 
$60 per ticket ($20 tax receipt) * ($60 tax receipt for non-attendees) ¢ Contact: Catherine Miller « Phone 492-5953 © cmiller@law.ualberta.ca 


Alberta’s Jessup team moots in Washington 


ie THERE AN INTERNATIONAL STANDARD FOR 
freedom of expression? When can the state be 
held responsible for the actions of individuals? 
Can computer hackers be considered terrorists? 
Is it permissible for one nation to use false 
pretences to lure a citizen from abroad into 
its country for prosecution? 

These daunting and troubling legal questions 
haunted and occupied the University of Alberta's 
Jessup Cup Moot team this past academic year. 


The team, consisting of third year students 
Curtis Schmeichel, Chantelle Washenfelder and 


Patrick Duffy, along with second year students 
Cyndy Nelson and Cynthia Hykaway, earned 
the right to compete in the prestigious 
international moot by finishing first in the 
Canadian competition held at McGill in February. 
Philip C. Jessup was a renowned author on 
international law, a Harvard law professor and 
a Judge of the International Court of Justice. 
Sponsored annually by the International Law 
Students Association, the competition this year 
was held in Washington, D.C. between March 
10-16 and attracted 75 teams from 63 different 
countries. Nations as diverse in culture and 
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ideology as the United States, the People’s 
Republic of China, Taiwan and Azerbaijan were 
represented. 

The U of A team ranked 23rd in the 
competition, defeating Guatemala and Botswana 
before being beaten by the eventual second place 
finisher, Western Australia. The competition 
winner this year was South Africa. 

All team members found the experience 
rewarding, if not a little overwhelming. Curtis 
observed that the benches were aggressive and 
required the mooters to summon all of their 
knowledge and skills. Chantelle regarded the 
moot experience as an excellent introduction 
to litigation. “You learn to make argument and 
withstand questions with the law you have,” she 
observed. Patrick appreciated the opportunity 
to hone and reach a new level in legal research 
and writing. 

Researcher Cynthia remarked that Canadian 
law students are fortunate. She observed, 

“A third world country such as Guatemala has 
a total of 110 books in its law school library”. 
Their students were overwhelmed during their 
visit to the law library at Georgetown. 

Cyndy expressed the team’s appreciation 
for the tremendous support provided by the 
law school and the legal community. Between 

January 20 and February 8, the team undertook 
14 practice rounds, with judging provided by 
local practitioners. The tea was also quick 

to thank coach Jamie Dee Larkam for their 
progress and success. 

If the intelligence, work ethic and 
enthusiasm of this team is an indication, the 
future of the legal profession looks bright and 
the U of A Law School can rightly be proud of 
the quality of its graduates. 


ves Valine 


David Manning ‘75 Grad becomes energy executive 


for incoming Dean, David Percy. 


Dect MANNING RECALLS HIS FIRST DAY AT 
law school sitting beside Ron Odynski. Highlights 
in law school included his involvement with the 
Fort Saskatchewan Jail Project with Jim Robb, 
Justice Coté’s contracts class, his win in the 
Clinton Ford Moot before Justice Haddad and 
making the toast to the faculty at his Class of 75 
graduation banquet as a last minute stand-in. 
David began his law school career with an 
initial notion that he wanted to be a courtroom 
lawyer. He articled with the Witten firm in 
Edmonton. Following his call, David saw more 
opportunity to concentrate on litigation with a 
small firm and so joined Herve Durocher. He 
did much legal aid and divorce work. He began 
working for the provincial government on cases 


David ‘Manning recently guest lectured 


dealing with the Lotteries Act and 
the arbitration regarding balanced 
billing and establishing a fee 
schedule with the medical 
profession. 

Manning practiced for about 
10 years prior to becoming Alberta's 
Agent General and International 
Trade Counsel in New York, working 
on the Free Trade Agreement. In the 
early 1990s, following passage of the 
FTA, David spent much of his time 
working on energy issues for the 
province, particularly the Iroquois 
Pipeline which transports Alberta 
gas to New York. He met with 
legislators in the US and governors 
from energy producing states, 
including Governor Clinton of 
Arkansas. 

In 1993, David returned to 
Edmonton to become the Deputy 
Minister of Energy. One of his first duties was 
to reduce expenditures and personnel in his 
department. But, he built bridges with communities 
concerned with Aboriginal and environmental 
issues. He continued to deal with free trade issues, 
US regulatory impediments to access for Alberta 
gas, privatization of Syncrude, expanding 
international markets and surface rights issues. 

This was followed by a 4 year term as 
President of the Canadian Association of 
Petroleum Producers, the oil and gas producers’ 
industry association. In this role, David dealt 
with national and international issues, frequently 
meeting with Ottawa and the other provinces and 
discussing the Kyoto accord. He was concerned 
with industry standards and the impact 


of enhancing technology. He dealt with groups 
like the Sierra Club and Greenpeace in relation 

to environmental concerns. Manning was one of 
three representatives of industry who attended the 
Kyoto negotiations providing advice to the federal 
Minister of Natural Resources during 

the meetings. 

In 1999, David joined Keyspan, as Senior Vice 
President for Corporate Affairs, based in New York 
City. Keyspan resulted from the merger of Brooklyn 
Union Gas Co. and Long Island Lighting. Keyspan 
is a diversified energy company that receives much 
of its energy supply from Canada. Keyspan is the 
fourth largest natural gas distributor in the U.S. 
with over 14,000 employees. David oversees several 
departments with 120 staff members. 

Most of his career opportunities resulted from 
relationships he established with individuals while 
performing his responsibilities as a lawyer and 
advisor. David did not start out with a master plan 
to end up in New York. He followed his practice 
and allowed his career to take its own course. He 
built on his experience doing legal aid to develop a 
corporate litigation practice. He misses his generalist 
practice, but still uses his legal background. Every 
issue he faces has a legal component. Although he 
does not give legal opinions, he sees that his legal 
background has daily application, especially in 
areas like strategic planning. 

David remarked that practicing law is a 
privilege. A law degree provides flexibility. It 
opens doors and allows mobility. Looking to 
the future, Manning sees the energy industry 
adjusting to worldwide security concerns and 
their impact on energy and dealing with 
environmental issues. 


Letter from Hong Kong 


I AM CURRENTLY WORKING FOR GOODMANS 
(formerly Goodman Phillips & Vineberg) in 
Hong Kong, however, my history and interest in 
Southeast Asia goes back long before that. Every 
summer from the tender age of 17 until the time 
I went to law school, I spent working in Hong 
Kong and China, usually in a toy factory located 
in the southeast province of Guangdong. 

After my first year of law school at the U of A, 
I sent out my resume at random to firms in Beijing 
and was offered a position with a local Beijing 
firm called Beijing L&L Law Offices. It was one 
of the first private law firms in China and was 
located in an old renovated house on the outskirts 
of the city of Beijing. Needless to say, legal practice 
in China in 1995 still involved a lot more of 
wining and dining of judges than it currently 
does. After my second year of law school, 
I summered with Lang Michener (formerly Lang 
Michener Lawrence and Shaw) in Vancouver. 

Just prior to graduation from law school in 
1997, I had asked the Managing Partner of Lang 
Michener Lawrence and Shaw whether I could 
take the summer off and work in Taiwan for 
another law firm. Fortunately, he agreed and, 
with Dean Christian’s help (who personally 
delivered my resume to a law firm in Taiwan), 
I was given a position with Reliance International 
Law Offices. I then returned in September 1997 
and articled and worked at Lang Michener 
Lawrence and Shaw until September 15, 2000, 


when I was hired by Goodmans to come to Hong 
Kong. Since March of 2001, I have been running 
the Hong Kong office of Goodmans. I continue 
to practice corporate commercial and securities 
law, and work closely with our affiliate firm in 
Hong Kong, Fong & Ng, who have an active 
China practice. 

I was also honoured to be elected the 
President of the University of Alberta Alumni 
Association in Hong Kong in March 2000 and 
equally proud that our alumni branch was 
awarded the Burgess Award for the most 
outstanding Alumni Association outside of Alberta 
in June 2001. We have about 1,500 Alumni in 
Hong Kong and, of course, among them are a 
number of prominent lawyers, including Ching 
Wo Ng, the senior partner of our associated firm, 
Fong & Ng. 

With respect to advice for any student 
seeking to work abroad, I can only provide the 
advice that I have been given time and time again. 

In order to capitalize on one’s Canadian 
education, one should article and then work in 
Canada for at least two years. The Canadian legal 
training received at a law school such as ours and 
the subsequent training received at any respected 
Canadian law firm will go a long way when 
looking for a good position anywhere in the 
world. With such an education and background, 
Canadian law school graduates will have no 
problem competing head to head with graduates 


from the top US and British law schools. Finally, 
at the risk of sounding trite, I stress the old U of 
A adage — “your reputation starts here”. If you do 
good work and work well with your colleagues in 
the profession, your good reputation will benefit 
you and be the building block for the rest of 
your career. 

If anyone from the faculty comes to Hong 
Kong, they should let me know. I would love to 
see them here. 


Best regards, 


Leo Seewald 

Registered Foreign Lawyer (British Columbia, Canada) 
Goodmans 

8th Floor, Aon China Building 

29 Queen's Road Central 

Hong Kong 
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Establishment of an On-line Directory 
for Alumni of the Faculty of Law 


What can this Directory do for 
the alumni of the Faculty of Law? 

The Alumni & Friends of the Faculty of Law 
Executive and Career Liaison Committee sees 
this as a platform which can serve multiple 
purposes. It will: provide an ability for 
classmates to locate and communicate with each 
other; allow alumni in one city or in one practice 
area to locate fellow alumni from the University 
of Alberta Faculty of Law to refer work; allow 
students and alumni to contact alumni in other 
cities to learn about job prospects and the 
general atmosphere regarding business and 
career opportunities in other locations and 
provide accurate information for organizing 
class events and reunions. It has a business card 
section that can provide free advertising for our 
alumni to other University of Alberta grads, and 
in the near future, to members of the general 
public if you so choose. 


In short, it provides an amazing 
NETWORKING potential! 

We envision that in the future, there will be 
an opportunity for firms to post job openings 
which are secure and accessible only to U of A 
Faculty of Law alumni. We are also investigating 
the feasibility of producing a hard copy version 
of the Directory for those who do not have access 
to the internet. 

We are very excited by the prospects of the 
potential of this service! But to build our data 
base of alumni, WE NEED YOUR HELP. 

We have enclosed a form requesting 
information in the Without Prejudice 
Newsletter. We are asking each alumnus to 
complete the form and send it back to us with 
the information requested. In particular, we 
require your help in providing information 
concerning your preferred practice areas so that 
others will be in a position to refer work to you. 
The form also includes a Release allowing us to 
update your information in the University 
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Information Update Form 


records, and share that information with other 
alumni ACCORDING TO YOUR WISHES, in 
keeping with the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act in 
the Province of Alberta. 

Please assist us in building a comprehensive 
Faculty of Law Online DIRECTORY so that all 
alumni are included. We thank you in advance 
for your cooperation and support. 


Once the form is completed, 
please forward it back to: Catherine 
Miller, Director of Development and 
Alumni Relations, Faculty of Law, 453 
Law Centre, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, AB T6G 2HS5 or fax to: 
Catherine Miller (780) 492-4924. 


To use the online community sign on at: 
www.ualberta.ca/alumni now. More details 
to follow. 


Please TYPE or PRINT legibly. Unless you otherwise grant permission in sections 5 and/or 6, information on this form will only be used to update your 
record for internal use by the University of Alberta. Please read the privacy statement at the bottom of page two before submitting. Thank you! 


1 / Basic Information 
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(please use your student number if you have it) 
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Gender: male | female 


2 / Personal Information |_| this is my preferred address 


3 / Professional Information |_| this is my preferred address 
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events at this e-mail address? yes no 
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Names of Alumni appointed Queen’s Counsel, December 31, 2001 


Calgary Lawrence Ewanchuk Class of ‘69 Gordon D. Sustri 
. Sustrik Class of ‘78 i 
Glenda A. Campbell Class of ‘83 P. Jonathan Faulds Class of ‘78 Kenneth E. Tjosvold Class of ‘74 Lethbridge 
Dallas L. Droppo Class of ‘79 Jerry J. Flaman Class of ‘72 Doris |. Wilson Class of ‘79 Gordon K. Falconer Class of ‘76 
Donald C. Edie Class of ‘76 Gary V. Frohlich Class of ‘67 Camilla Witt Class of ‘78 SS Male UE Gosiel 72 
Robert J. Hall Class of ‘77 Bruce R. Garriock Class of ‘75 Laine M. Woollard Class of ‘86 oes alaska Giassor 7 
William J. Johnson Class of 5 3 Peggy Mae Hartman Class of ‘79 Joseph W. Yurkovich Class of ‘81 Medicine Hat 
5, Allan Low — Class of ‘75 M. Anne Jarman Class of ‘79 Barry Zalmanowitz Class of 79 Frederick C. Fisher Class of ‘83 
Duncan L. McKillop Class of ‘60 Lewis N. Klar, Dean, Faculty of Law 6 
Gordon R. Meurin Class of ‘67 Brewster H.P. Kwan Class of ‘73 Barrhead Bence aver 
R. Vance Milligan Class of ’78 Michael J. McCabe Class of “79 Martin Driessen Class of 82 pea eee 
Allan D. Nielsen Class of ‘72 Vaughn H. Myers Class of ‘81, LLM ‘84 B Red Deer 
Allan G.P. Shewchuk Class of ‘84 Hugh D. Montemurro _ Class of ‘71 anys ille ; Douglas M. Duhamel — Class of ‘73 
Christopher G. Thomas Class of ‘72 Brian Peterson Class of ‘78 Michel D. Meunier Class of 67 John D. Holmes Class of ‘82 
W. Gordon Plewes Class of ‘74 Camrose Sh d Park 
M. : = erwoo a 
Edmonton June M. Ross Class of a 9 William A. Andreassen Class of ‘79 John CP / 
WStelennOr eH Class of ‘76 Charles P. Russell Class of ‘78 ee Class of 77 
Kennel Be RInsius Class of ‘76 Branny Schepanovich Class of ‘67 Leduc Vegreville 
EAA BHHGes Class of ‘74 Donna Lee Shelley Class of ‘79 Leonard W. Zalapski Class of ‘72 Peter |. Dobbie Class of 89 
Davidik. Gov Class of ‘75 Marshall N. Shoctor Class of ‘80 
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Class of ‘28 


Alumnus William Watson 


“ 

I CANNOT HAVE HIM IN THE ATTORNEY 
General’s Department. He will embarrass the 
other employees.” 

The speaker was Alberta’s Deputy Attorney 
General. He was talking about William Ritchie 
(“Bill”) Watson, one of twelve members of the 
Fifth Graduating Class of the Faculty of Law 
in 1928. The source of the embarrassment? 
Watson’s arms were paralyzed from birth. He 
learned to write holding a pen in his mouth and, 
later, in his toes. With these skills and an agile 
mind, Watson obtained his B.A. and LL.B. from 
the University of Alberta. One of his classmates, 
the Honourable Ronald Martland, later became 
a Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. Bill 
Watson never practised law. The reason why, and 
the accomplished life he went on to lead, make 
him a figure worth remembering. 

Watson relayed the words quoted above in 
his 1940 memoir, “I Give You Yesterday”. He had 
approached the Deputy Attorney-General about 
articling in the Ministry's estate administration 
division after finding he would not be able to 
secure a position with a private law firm. Watson 
did not give up after receiving the Deputy’s 
verdict on his future. He met with his MLA, 
with the Attorney General, and finally with 


Premier John Brownlee. This is his description 
of the latter meeting: 


On the appointed day | was placed in one 
of the large committee rooms in the Legislative 
Buildings. | waited a long time. The Premier 
entered. He was tall.... He was the picture of 
impending doom.... 

He slouched in the chair. One hand thrummed 
nervously on the glossy surface of the table. 

The fingers of the other were being bitten to the 
detriment of clear speech. But | did hear him say, 
to my astonishment, that perhaps my presence 
would embarrass the employees. Nothing | said 
could change his mind. He came to know the 
meaning of embarrassment. He went the way 
of Parnell. 

With that, Watson’s legal career ended. 
He wrote a first book, “My Desire”, at age 28. 
A short monograph, it told about growing 
up in Fort Macleod, and about the fierce 
determination of his Scots immigrant mother, 
Annie McNish, to see her son live a full life. 

In 1934, Watson married Marguerite. Bill 
Watson devoted considerable energy over the 
years to promoting the idea of occupational 
services and opportunities for persons with 
disabilities in Canada. This is the main subject 


— Human Rights Pioneer 


of the 1940 book, which recounts his and 
Marguerite’s travels in Europe where they 
observed advances in vocational services. Bill 
and Marguerite settled in Toronto, but made at 
least two cross-Canada lecture tours. From these 
trips came a third book, “And All Your Beauty”, 
about Canada and Canadians, published in 1948. 
That year, the Watsons moved with their son Ian 
to Calgary, where they operated an insurance 
business. 

Bill Watson died in 1965 at age 60. In 1981, 
William Watson Lodge opened in Kananaskis. 
Unique in Canada, the Lodge’s 32 cabins make 
a comfortable, low-cost vacation opportunity in 
outdoor surroundings available to persons with 
disabilities. Marguerite Watson continues to live 
in Calgary. 

Bill Watson did not frame his own experience 
in terms of discrimination. His writing reveals, 
however, a keen awareness that things needed to 
change, that lives were being wasted by a society 
that did not believe persons with disabilities had 
anything much to offer. No doubt, he would be 
pleased to know that today’s legal community 
takes its commitment to access and inclusion 
seriously. And that any senior government 
official who turned a young law graduate 
away because of disability would now face 
embarrassment equal to that which used to 
be reserved for personal scandal. 

For several years, the first-year curriculum at 
the Faculty of Law has included the Perspectives 
program, which seeks to make students aware 
of law in a social context. One of the Perspectives 
units deals with disability as a human rights 
issue. It’s pleasing to know that, thanks to Bill 
Watson, the Faculty has a legacy in this area that 
dates from its earliest days. 

This article is by Professor Peter Carver, with 
thanks to Professor Dick Sobsey, Department of 
Educational Psychology, University of Alberta, and 
Marguerite Watson. William Watson Lodge can be 
contacted at 403-591-7227. 


Class of ‘61 


Law Grad Jim Coutts served Pearson and Trudeau 


> 
ipa 


h Pierre Trudeau in 1975. 


Jim Coutts grew up in the southern Alberta 
town of Nanton, which had a population of 800 
at the time. He was greatly influenced by local 
lawyer, mentor and family friend Cornelius 
Hiebert. 

Jim was always interested in politics and saw 
law as a natural first step, as many politicians 
had legal backgrounds. His sister, who was three 
years ahead of him, was a role model who had 
already entered university. His mother continues 
to live in Nanton. 

He loved university from day one. It was as 
if the place was designed for him. He took mostly 
history and economics courses and then some 
political science. But university was so much 
more than classes. Coutts became involved in the 
Gateway, the men’s residence, the political clubs, 
model Parliament, World University Students’ 
Assoc, the Debate Society, the Law Club and 
Students’ Council. 

His law class was about 30 students and 
included Bruce Jackson, David Searle and Bob 
Newton. His professors were: Bill Angus 


(Administrative Law), David McDonald (Evidence), 
Doug Sherbaniuk (Tax), Andy Thompson (Real 
Property), Dean Bowker (Torts) and Dr. Alexander 
Smith (Contracts and Constitutional). He 
especially liked professors Angus, McDonald 
and Bowker as they encouraged him to delve into 
the cases. Classes were held in the Arts Building. 
Mr. Coutts’s political interest began at an 
early age and by 15 he was involved with the - 
Liberals in Nanton. Coutts first met Lester Pearson 
during the 1957 campaign when he worked for 
Gordon Burton, and Pearson paid a visit to 
Claresholm. While at university, Coutts attended 
as a delegate, the convention that elected 
Pearson as leader of the Liberal Party. He was 
president of the Young Liberals of Canada in 
1961 and ran in the riding of Macleod in 1962, 
while articling with Don McLaws in Calgary. 
He was called to the bar by Justice Milvain. 
Coutts became federal campaign chair for 
Alberta for Lester B. Pearson in 1963. Once 
elected Prime Minister in 1963, Pearson asked 
Coutts to become his Appointments Secretary. 


Jim Coutts continued on page 8 
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Jim Coutts continued from page 5 


His responsibilities included controlling the 
Prime Minister's calendar, travel and planning 
his day. Coutts was able to meet many people, 
including leaders in business, unions, the arts 
and diplomacy. This job was followed by a stint 
at Harvard from 1966-1968 to obtain his MBA. 
Upon completing this program, he joined 
McKinsey and Company, an international 
management consulting firm, for two years. He 
left McKinsey with some colleagues to establish 
The Canada Consulting Group in Toronto. 

While chatting with Pierre Trudeau at 
Pearson’s funeral, he suggested to Trudeau that 
if he needed help and advice, he just had to ask 
for it. Trudeau promptly took him up on his 
offer and Coutts was made national tour 
manager for the 1974 campaign, writing 
speeches and traveling with the prime minister. 
In 1975, Trudeau recruited Coutts to be his 
Principal Secretary. His responsibilities included 
coordinating political activities, chief of staff for 
the Prime Minister, cabinet secretary, head of 
the public service and coordinator of deputy 
ministers. It was the interface where politics and 
administration overlapped. He held this position 
for six years. 

He feels that two significant contributions 
that he made during this time were the first 
Child Tax Credit program and increasing old 
age supplements to assist those who needed help 
the most. During his tenure with Pearson and 
Trudeau he was intimately involved with the 
beginnings of medicare and the constitution. 

He assisted individual MPs move their initiatives 
along. He dealt with droughts in Saskatchewan 
and farming projects in Ontario. He would speak 


Alumni & Friends of the Faculty 
of Law 3rd Annual Law Courts 
Reception 


June 6, 2002 ¢ Edmonton 


Law Courts Building Barristers’ Lounge 
4:30 — 6:00 pm 

For members of the Court of Appeal and Queen’s 
Bench and students-at-law. 

To thank the members of the Bench for continuing 
the tradition of individual bar admission ceremonies. 
Contact: Catherine Miller ¢ Phone 492-5953 
cmiller@law.ualberta.ca 


to deputy ministers or ministers to move things 
forward for particular constituencies. 

Coutts left administration to run in a by 
election held in Spadina/Toronto in 1981 and 
he lost by 200 votes. He ran again unsuccessfully 
in 1984 and then happily turned his attention 
to business. He established a financial holding 
company that bought and sold manufacturing 
companies. 

Coutts continues to know many people in 
politics and, though not active in politics, his 
advice is frequently sought. 

A number of community projects have 
taken care of the extra hours available now that 
he is out of active politics. He is currently Chair 
of the Board of Trustees of Lester B. Pearson 
College of the Pacific, a member of the United 
World Colleges. He has also chaired the 
International Committee of UWC, which deals 
with the development and selection of students 
for all of the United World Colleges. 

A second project is the Nature Conservancy 
of Canada, which buys land that is ecologically 
significant to preserve it. Areas have been set 
aside in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and 
Ontario. There is currently a $200 million 
campaign to buy new sites. 

He was on the Hospital for Sick Children 
Foundation in Toronto for 18 years and has a 
particular interest in youth and adolescents 
in difficulty and pediatric psychiatry. 

In May 2001, Jim Coutts was appointed 
a member of the Order of Canada for his 
philanthropic work. 


Alumni & Friends of the Faculty 
of Law 3rd Annual Court House 
Reception 


June 13, 2002 ¢ Calgary 


Queen’s Bench Court House e Cafeteria 

4:30 — 6:00 pm 

For members of the Court of Appeal and Queen’s 
Bench and students-at-law. 

To thank the members of the Bench for continuing the 
tradition of individual bar admission ceremonies. 
Contact: Catherine Miller ¢ Phone 492-5953 
cmiller@law.ualberta.ca 


Calendar 


May 10-11, 2002 
Class of 1982 Reunion © Contact: Adrian Currie Ph: 423-7619; 
email: acurrie@fieldlaw.com 


May 17-18, 2002 


Class of 1992 Reunion * Contact: Valerie Rendell Email: 
vrendell@edmontonoilers.com 


May 23, 2002 

3rd Annual Spring Reception - Alumni & Friends of the Faculty of 
Law Assoc. * 4:30 - 6:30 pm © Macdonald Hotel ¢ $60 per ticket 
¢ Special Guest: new Dean, Professor David Percy QC ® Enjoy the 
company of alumni, good food, music and support the work of the 
Alumni & Friends * $20 tax receipt for attendees; $60 tax receipt 
for non-attendees * Contact: Catherine Miller Ph: 492-5953; 
email: cmiller@law.ualberta.ca 


June 6, 2002 


3rd Annual Law Courts Reception - for members of the Court of 
Appeal and Queen’s Bench and current students at law * 4:30 pm 
¢ Barristers’ Lounge, Law Courts Building, Edmonton e To thank 
the members of the Bench for continuing the tradition of 
individual bar admission ceremonies 


June 13, 2002 

3rd Annual Court House Reception - for members of the Court of 
Appeal and Queen's Bench and current students at law * 4:30 pm 
© Queen's Bench Court House Cafeteria, Calgary * To thank the 
members of the Bench for continuing the tradition of individual 
bar admission ceremonies 


June 19, 2002 

Appreciation Dinner for Dean Lewis Klar ¢ Sheraton Grande Hotel 
° Proceeds will support the Lewis Klar Bursary ¢ Contact: Sheila 
Parr, Ph: 492-5590; email: sparr@law.ualberta.ca 


September 19, 2002 

McDonald Lecture in Constitutional Studies « Speaker: Frank 
Michelman, Harvard Law School © Centre for Constitutional 
Studies * Contact: Christine Urquhart, Ph: 492-5681 © email: 
curghart@law.ualberta.ca 


September 27&28, 2002 


Health Law Institute Conference * “Precedence and Innovation: 
Health Law in the 21st Century” ° Themes: 
Genetics/Biotechnology, Health Information ¢ Beginning of 
Life/End of Life, Health Care * Reform, Research on Human 
Subjects * Public Health, Consent Law, Liability and e 
Compensation, Disability, Mental Health, Women’s Health * 
Macdonald Hotel, Edmonton ¢ Contact: Nina Hawkins Ph: 492- 
8343 © email: nhawkins@law.ualberta.ca 


October 3-6, 2002 Reunion Weekend 


The following are class contacts: 
Law Class Reunion Organizers 


Class * Contact ¢ Telephone 
1952 © Garth Fryett: 497-4847 
1962 © Bob Lloyd: 429-6266 


1967 © The Hon. Ellen Picard: 422-2284 « Pat Peacock: 
(403) 296-2281 


1972 © Louise Ares: 488-1951 © Jack Kane: 421-2451 

1977 © Bob Hall: (403) 261-9043 © Catherine Miller: 492-5953 
1982 © Adrian Currie: 423-7619 © reunion is May 10/11/2002 

1987 © Michele Annich: 413-3360 * mannich@sharekreay.com 


1992 © Valerie Rendell: vrendell@edmontonoilers.com © reunion Is 
May 17/18/2002 


1997 © Lisa Murray: (403) 268-7015 ® lisa.murray@fmc-law.com 
Katrina Haymond: 423-3661 © latromaj@telusplanet.net 


Contributors this issue: 


© Professor Peter Carver * The Hon. Janet Franklin 
© Douglas R. Mah © Catherine Miller * Leo Seewald 


Alumni & Friends of the 
Faculty of Law Association 
Executive & Committee Co-chairs 


Executive 
Name / Tel / Fax / E-mail 
President * Gordon Barr QC 
780-414-5400/ 414-5509 
gbarr@barrpicard.com 
Ist Vice-President —* Kerry Day 
780-408-7167/ 408-7331 
kday@atb.com 
Treasurer * The Hon. Janet Franklin 
780-427-7805/ 422-2257 
Secretary ® Lynn Friedrick 


780-493-3088/ 493-3083 
lynn. friedrick@telus.com 

* Don Bishop QC 
780-426-5550/ 426-1305 
d.bishop@bishopmckenzie.com 

* Ray Hansen QC 
780-790-6254/ 790-6295 
hansen.ray@syncrude.com 

* Barbara Billingsley 
780-492-1793/ 492-2924 
bbilling@law.ualberta.ca 

© Danielle Bareham (2L) 


Member-at-Large 


Past President 


Faculty Rep. 


Student Rep. 


Committees 


Program * Connie Mah 
780-433-8891 
clisamah@telusplanet.net 

* Student Rep. Rebecca Ratti (2L) 

* Douglas R. Mah 
780-498-8665/ 498-7878 
douglas.mah@wcb.ab.ca 

* Student Rep. Liza Rosychuk 

° Francis Saville QC 
403-268-7020/ 268-3100 
francis.saville@fmc-law.com 

¢ Student Rep. Steve Shafir (2L) 

* Student Rep. Jasmine Grewal 


Communication 


Fundraising 


Career Liaison 


Branches 

Toronto 

President e Albert Frank 
416-929-7202/ 960-0698 
afrank@FrankLaw.ca 

Treasurer © James McVicar 
416-865-3404/ 863-1515 
jmcvicar@airdberlis.com 

Calgary 

President ¢ James Bancroft QC 


403-268-7160/ 268-3100 
james. bancroft@fmc-law.com 
* Maureen McConaghy 
403-297-8444/ 297-4311 
Secretary/Registrar  * Cynthia Martens 
403-297-4834/ 282-8325 
cmartens@alri.ualberta.ca 
Treasurer * Alex Poole 
403-268-7123/ 268-3100 
alex.poole@fmc-law.com 


Vice President 


Ottawa/Montreal 

Contact * Janice Zaharko 
613-957-5999/ 952-4744 

Vancouver 

President * Robert Shouldice 


604-687-5744/ 687-1415 

Vancouver Island 

President * John Waddell QC 
250-385-4311/ 385-2012 
jwaddell@swrm.bc.ca 

Ist Vice-President — * Harry Johnson 


250-652-9403 
2nd Vice-President  » Bob Friedland 
250-380-2681/ 386-2123 
friedlandbob@aol.com 
Treasurer ¢ Paul Scambler 


250-386-2261/ 389-1336 
pscambler@clay.bc.ca 
Secretary/Career 
Liaison * Kathryn Berge QC 
250-388-9477/ 388-9470 
bergesasges@pacificcoast.net 


8 Without Spring 2002 ¢ Alumni and Friends of the Faculty of Law Association, University of Alberta 
Gorm 


